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ACHIEVING QUALITY EDUCATION THROUGH CHURCH PARTNERS HIP.
By Joe Ponduk, National Educatiecr8tary, SDA School System, PNG.

Every education system has an underlying goalc&iiln must have direction, provided
by the philosophy which gives it significance ornitust be for something. Church
education systems are no different. Until we comé&rtow and experience the goal for
ourselves, then the impact on what we do will alsvéall short of the high ideals set
before us..

Churches over the years have worked hard evenrghl@nditions to bring services to
the people and one tool that had proven successii@aching the people was through
Christian education. So while the partnership polfcamework may be the new
beginning, Churches over the years have been psrtwéh the government. The
government has the funding source and the Chrigiiaarches can provide in-kind
resource for the partnership and in doing so wibiove and strengthen the relationship.

“ QOur vision is integral human development achievedugh an affordable education
system that appreciates Christian and traditionalues, and that prepares literate,
skilled and healthy citizens by concentrating oa growth and development of each
individual’s personal viability and character forman, while ensuring all can contribute
to the peace and prosperity of the nation.” A Na#&ibPlan for Education 2005 — 2015

To examine the Christian values in education, ®that they are intended to produce a
certain type of Christian man, and through that naacertain type of Christian service, to
see that educational systems derive their valuwes their philosophy, and therefore that
the values of Christian education , if they ardndwe validity and if they are to be truly
Christian, must take their shape, their directiand their force from the Christian
religion, working by the Holy Spirit through humbwes.

Church partnership with the government is a greatenio help strengthen the academic
programs in Church run schools through the diffespport that the government will
provide. Developing young people with strong maqralalues and positive attitudes
which will result in producing strong leaders fdr lavels of the country, from rural to
the urban sector and what church schools believ€lwrch schools incorporate their
religious beliefs into their curriculum and acadenprograms but they still use and
follow the educational curriculum that is set bg #ducation department of PNG. Tritter
J (1992) in his study done in the United StateAmgrica has highlighted that religious
schools tend to produce students with stronger mode uniform attitudes towards
religion and morality than government schools. §ef still provides an important part
in ensuring the transmission of moral values irdshis from each stage of their lives
which will enable them to become strong and sudcklemders in the society.



The partnership between the Church schools anddbhernment means more support in
different means from the government to Church skshdkhe partnership means, church
schools will receive financial support, will be altb express their needs, experiences,
views and plans directly with the appropriate etiocal leaders as they jointly discuss
and plan better ways of improving the educatioeakl of schools in PNG. Tritter J
(1984) saw schools as a socialising tool of sociefth an effort on the norm, values,
and behaviour of students, preparing them for aduture. Social values is demonstrated
to everyone on his work; education for service tonhnity; the whole person is to be
dedicated to God’s service and the future courssoocfety will be determined by the
youth of today and education given to the youthioisnould the whole social fabric.
Church schools operate on those categories, tHegvéen educating and helping every
individual student. They take a keen interest ia ithdividuals, and their parents and
guardians do their best to mentor positive attisusiethem. Church schools operate in
rural and remote areas in PNG where often them® ipresence of government schools.
So the support from the government will help tdifuhe Universal Basic Education
goals, which every child has the right to educatiod everyone must be educated. .The
government can not establish schools in every rarahs and that is where Church
schools come in.

Basset (2008) purported that schools at all leaets more than a training ground for
developing skills or assimilating the fundamentaflsa prescribed secular curriculum. It
is also a haven, a protected place where socigtgs important personal and common
value can be seen and emulated. Personal valukglenthe privilege and duty of
maximum development, a life-long education, develept of the whole person, balance
of the mental, physical, and spiritual, physicallskeing through observance of the laws
of health, intelligent and physical work habitsadcter building etc, It is clear that
parents trust the school of their choice and thathere they enrol their children. In most
rural sites in PNG, there would only be one or sehools and all parents would want
their children to prosper, therefore, the partngrstill enable the government to work
closely with church schools to provide educatioattiwill be quality for students
academically and instil Christian values that wmibuld them become good citizens and
leaders.

Quality education can be achieved by any schods bielieve in providing the best

educational program and Church schools are vergidamf providing quality education.

With Vision 2050 to guide us, as we jointly discussys of eliminating problems and put
in place plans that can be easily implemented byas to ensure quality education is
provided to our children.

And here is what little emphasis is placed or seiously taken is spiritual values. The
highest level of education is that which will gisech knowledge and discipline and will
lead to the best development of character; sceptiue best source which set the perfect
standard of truth and to obtain an education woxhythe name and education for
eternity, the goal to be reached, that is the dchloove. Therefore, the entire program is
woven into an integrated whole, unified by itsgelus polarity.



To achieve full integral human development, thiéstio approach may be considered in
order to achieve quality education. Church schealphasises on discipline and holistic
development, they are interested in building stteleacademically, religiously,
physically and socially. The four dimensions of aman being must be considered in
order to achieve a well balanced education. Youwehav unbalanced person when too
much emphasis is based on the mental and the physic neglect spiritual and the
social aspects. It is time to share their expedasrand ideas to the government and other
education partners. Schools that have excelledeaciadlly should also share their ideas
and others can learn from them and apply some @f tiechniques into their own
academic program to make a difference. The pahigshould not be looked at as an
opportunity to receive guidance and financial suppmly from the government, but
rather, it should be a joint venture for church edional leaders, senior education
administrators and the government to seriously labkKision 2050 and come up with
realistic plans that will ensure that both churcid government schools are aiming to
produce quality education.

Our constitution highlights that everyone in oumtounity has the right to freedom,
education and every good thing. This partnershipukhenable us to ensure that our
church institutions work closely with the governrhemplan smart ways of ensuring that
all children, despite gender in all communities emeouraged to attend school. We have
a very good curriculum that suit our learning styd# we need to do is increase our
human resource, make available more academic i@ste all schools, provide more in-
service training to the teachers, involved parémtsducational decision making level at
rural settings, conduct maintenance to classroamove libraries etc. These are some
things that can be sorted out in a small way asvewk together as partners with an aim
to provide quality education for our children. Qtiaéducation is already being achieved
but as leaders we just have to work together aadeslkdeas and experiences together to
build a strong education system that will develap lmuman resource for PNG.

In order to strengthen quality education throudiui€h partnership, the following could
be considered. Education agency secretaries cauttbbsidered on doing inspection of
teachers and provide reports for the Provincialdatian Adviser or the Standard Officer
and could participate in the ratings conferencee imove could address the shortage of
standard officers throughout the country. This vatable the standard officers and
Church education secretaries to work together asngra and sharing ideas and
strengthening the relationship. Also with the parship, the Education Act 1983, may
have to be reviewed to accommodate the churchesibecurrent policies are designed
for the government education agency even thougte titmaly be provision given already
to accommodate other agencies. This may be abdévéothe Christian Churches more
autonomy to carry out their functions effectiveljor instance, appointment of teachers
by the appointing officer to church agency schauih little or no consultation. Often
this creates tension so consultation is requiredmprove relationship. The Joint
Commitment Principles is an excellent initiative by department of education to
include church representatives in the joint comeeit so churches make a meaningful
contribution. As soon as these joint committeesratiéied by the appropriate body, the
committees should function to strengthen the paship.



So what is it that the Church schools do that gbgernment schools do not? The
government in its Vision 2050 is serious about tbke of Churches as partners in
national development and that this should be weétbrand encouragedinder the
Universal Basic Education program initiated by thevernment, three core issues are
dealt with. They are access to education by thigiem of PNG, to keep as many of these
students in schools and to ensure that they getitqueducation. Post — Courier,
Tuesday, July 19, 2011.

Is it possible for us to achieve those core issuBs8 is a mammoth task and the
government while it may have the resources camaodt on its own as it has admitted, so
is calling on the stakeholders including the ChaistChurches in delivering the services.
Education in PNG is going through an exciting permsince it went into partnership with

the Christian Churches. The challenge is having nttampower and the resources to
sustain the systems.

The Churches/State partnership agreement has opeswdavenues which can be
explored to take advantage of the opportunitiesdhathere. This will mean that those of
us who are keen on the partnership need to loo&fudgr at what has happened to
education in the past and what can be done s@ticats, retention and quality education
can be provided for the students. With the partnprarrangements with the Christian
Churches, this will mean changing the way we haaenlthinking and the way we have
been doing things and doing things differently rdey to see change. If we continue to
think and do things the same as we have been ipake things will continue that way.
The timing is right for the Christian Churches dhd government to change the mind set
and think out side of the box in order to move PMdacation to the next level, that is, an
education that is worthy of the name.
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